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	Overview of Learning: 
Stories from War
Learners explore poetry, fiction, non-fiction and drama set in times and places of conflict.
Social and personal development opportunities:
Students encounter a range of text types from different contexts and genres.
Students are encouraged to explore and share different viewpoints.
Develop analytical and interpretive skills.
Develop comparative skills.
Develop skills in personal response and emotional literacy.

	
	Big Question
	Knowledge/ Skills/ Concepts
	Engagement Strategies
	Key Vocab and Literacy
	Resources

	1
	
What is war? 
	
1.  Definitions of war and conflict 


Key facts about WW1 - use of gas, life in the trenches  


AO1 - select, retrieve and interpret information 


AO2 - alliteration, onomatopeia 






















	1.  Students define conflict and war.  activate prior knowledge,  what do they know about historical wars?current wars? 
Look at images from WW1 - what can they infer about life for a soldier?  Watch Horrible Histories - WW1 - life of a soldier - create a mind map about what they have learnt 

2.  Show students a gas mask - explain what this would have been used for in WW1.  Read Dulce et Decorum Est - students create a storyboard of the poem 

3. AO2 - how are soldiers presented in ‘Dulce’ - look specifically at men marched asleep, blood shod, guttering, choking - language analysis (alliteration and onomatopoeia) 

4.  Students write a diary entry of the soldier who experienced a gas attack in the trenches 
	War 
Conflict 
Gas 
Trenches
Soldiers 

	Gas mask - EMA 

Copy of the poem 

Horrible Histories videos on youtube 

Storyboard sheets 

	2
	
	

What is propaganda 


AO1 - select, retrieve and interpret information 

AO2 - rhetorical questions 

AO3 - comparison 





Letter format - informal 




















	
1.  Look at posters encouraging men to go to war - discuss propaganda and attitudes to serving your country.  Discuss whether men (and women) should fight for their country - write a paragraph giving your own opinion 

2. What is a game?  Students define game and list as many games as they can think of.  Read ‘Whose For The Game’ by Jessie Pope.  Highlight all of the allusions to games.  Comprehension questions on the poem

3.  Comparing attitudes to war - Owen and Pope.  Table of comparison 

4.  Write a letter home from a young boy who went to war - what were his expectations from the propaganda and how was it different when he got there? 
	
Propaganda 

Compare 


Similarity and difference 


	
Copy of the poem 

Propaganda posters from WW1 and other conflicts 

	3
	How were animals affected by war? 










































	
Conditions of animals in the trenches 

AO5/6 - letter format - formal letter 


	1.  Show students different colours of poppies and discuss why they are used - purple is for animals.  Show appropriate images of animals working war - watch Horrible Histories.  Students learn about the conditions of horses in WW1 

2.  Read extract 1 from War Horse - answer comprehension questions 

3.  Students read extract 2 from War Horse and answer the comprehension questions 

4.  Using what they have learnt this week, students write a letter to the 1914, arguing that animals should not be used in combat 
	Poppies 
Remembrance 
Animals 
Conditions 
	Extracts from Wr Horse 

Youtube videos - Horrible Histories 

Trailer War Horse 



	4
	
How was Christmas celebrated in WW1? 










































	

Celebrations and traditions 

AO1 - retrieve and interpret information 


AO5/6 - language of reporting, formal register 

5ws 

	1.  Students think about how they celebrate Christmas and the traditions they have.  What do they imagine life would be like in the trenches?  Students read the extract about Christmas boxes and answer comprehension questions.  If they could choose 5 items to go in a Christmas box what would they be? 
2. Watch the Sainsburys advert about Christmas 1914 in the Trenches.  Read the extract and answer comprehension questions 
3. Write a newspaper report about the Christmas Truce - planning - 5ws, who, what, when, where and why 
4. Produce a front cover of a newspaper (students could tea stain the paper in order to make it look authentic) 
	Christmas 
Tradition 
Headlines 

	Christmas Truce worksheets and comprehension available on Twinkl 

	5
	How did combat in WWII affect the young servicemen?
	Investigate a text (Fiction) (AO1)

Structure of a text (AO2)

Writing a narrative (AO5/6)




























	Bomber Boys by Thomas Bloor


1. What do you know about WW2?  Students create a mind map and watch Horrible Histories sketches.  Find out about the blitz and bombings - show students photographs of the Hull Blitz.  Students write a paragraph about what life would have been like 

2. Front covers, looking at images. Compare responses. Annotation and prediction. Comprehension on the extract. Predictions.

3.Look at structure. What do we know when?  How does the writer use structure to interest the reader - analytical paragraph 


4.Recreate the narrative in a series of still images. thinking about gestures and facial expressions. Label images with a caption.
	Conflict
Structure
Bombs 
Blitz 
	Text







	6
	Why is it important to honour war heroes?

	Investigate a text (Non-Fiction) (AO1)

Compare texts (AO3)

Write a biography (AO5/6)


AO4 - justify and evaluate an opinion, giving reasons 

This section uses local winners of the Victoria Cross

























	Compare biographies of local war heroes, Jack Cunnigham and Jack Harrison

1. What is a hero?  Students list attributes of a hero and think about how heroes behave.  Link to 4 rs.  Students write a short paragraph giving information about their personal hero. 

2.  Jack Cunningham.  Students read the extract and answer comprehension questions 


3. Jack Harrison - students read the biography extract and answer comprehension questions 

4. Compare the lives of the two men.  Fill in comparison table.  Who in their opinion, was the most heroic? Justify their opinion 
	Hero 

Heroic 

Comparison

Opinion 
	Texts
Film clips






	7
	What was it like to be evacuated?































	Investigate a text (Fiction) (AO1)

Writing speech (AO6)

Writing a letter (AO5/6)




	Carries War by Nina Bawden (Chapter 3 – meeting Mr Evans)


1. What was an evacuee?  How might evacuees have felt?  Watch opening of Lion, Witch and Wardrobe.  Read extract and answer comprehension questions 


2.  Focus on Mr Evans  How do people react to Mr Evans? Why do they react that way? Why does Mr Evans change his behaviour?


5. Letter writing conventions and content (revision of formal and informal). Write a letter home from one of the children.
	Evacuation
Evacuee
	Text extracts 
Youtube clips 
The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe 





	8
	How do people deal with the realities of war?


Assessment task: write a letter home, explaining what has been like to be a refugee in modern times 
	
1.  Conflict in Ukraine 

Letter writing conventions 
AO5/6 - writing for audience and purposes 


AO1 - select retrieve and interpret information 









































	1.  What do students know about conflict in the Ukraine?  Watch Newsround reports, find Ukraine on the map, discuss the conflict.  Look at front book cover and make predictions 

2.  Read extract 1 and answer comprehension questions 

3.  Read extract 2 and answer comprehension questions 

4.  Imagine you are Yeva - write a letter home saying what your experiences are as a modern-day refugee. 
	
Ukraine 
Evacuee 
Conflict 
	Text
Newsround Clips 





	
	
	
	
	
	





	6
	How do we deal with the emotional effects of conflict?
	Investigate texts (Poetry) (AO1)

Analyse poetic devices (AO2)

Write a poem (AO5/6)

Take part in drama (AO1)

Selection of poems to suit ability. Pre-explanation of tricky words. Use of LSO for 1:1 support.
Additional picture stimuli.
Comparison graphical aids.
Link to History PHSE and Geography
	War Poems (AQA Anthology Conflict)
1. Comprehension of the poem(s) chosen. Comparisons between poets using the same theme.
2. Poetic devices, rhyme, rhyme enjambment etc.
3. Write a brief story/description based on a poem read.
4. Use a stimulus to devise a scene of conflict. Discuss feelings.
5. Write a poem following the scene created in part 4.
	Propaganga
Recruitment
	Texts





	7
	How has conflict affected this area?
	Research an incident (AO1)

Investigate text (Posters) (AO1)

Write a radio report (AO5/6)

Deliver a report (AO7)

Take part in drama activities (AO1)
News triangle grids, word banks. Pre-explanation of tricky words. Use of LSO for 1:1 support.
List of websites provided.
Link to History, PHSE and Geography
	Posters of the Scarborough Attack 1914
1. Research or tell the story of the attack. Compare posters.
2. Create a radio news report about the event and deliver.
3. Prepare witness monologues.
4. Forum Theatre circle.
5. Write a first-person recount of a person involved.
6. Evaluate any piece created over the episode.
	Bombardment
Outrage
	Texts
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