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	Year Group: 7
	Subject:   Geography
	 Half Term: 2

	






	Overview of Learning: The Weather and Climate module in KS3 Geography introduces students to fundamental concepts of atmospheric science, helping them understand how weather and climate shape the natural and human world. This module develops skills in observation, data interpretation, and map reading, while also raising awareness of global and local environmental issues.

Social and personal development opportunities: Team work, resilience and independence skills, research, analytical skills and critical thinking through practical exercises, independent and peer group research, as well as projects and presentations.

	
	Big Question
	Knowledge/ Skills/ Concepts
	Engagement Strategies
	Key Vocab and Literacy
	Resources

	
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Weather or climate?
	This lesson provides a foundational understanding of weather and climate, enabling students to differentiate between the two and recognize their roles in both everyday life and the larger context of environmental studies.
· Define and distinguish between weather and climate.
· Understand how weather varies day-to-day and season-to-season.
· Describe how climate represents average weather patterns over a long period.
· Recognize the importance of both weather and climate in understanding the environment and climate change.


	Use of multimedia – images and video to prompt discussion, questioning techniques, peer teaching through research and presentation, facilitation of inquiry based learning.

Hands on activity – Venn Diagram, terminology sorting
	Weather, Climate, Season, Pattern
	Youtube video, scaffolded worksheet, World map showing climate zones, Recent local weather reports, Venn diagram handouts







	
	What makes our weather?
	Building foundational knowledge of the factors shaping the UK’s weather, focusing on its variability and key geographical influences, highlighting why the UK’s weather is unique and often unpredictable.

· Identify key factors influencing the UK’s weather, such as air masses, prevailing winds, and ocean proximity.
· Describe common weather patterns in the UK and understand why they are often variable.
· Explain how the UK’s geographical position contributes to its unique climate characteristics.

	Use of multimedia – images and video to prompt discussion, questioning techniques, facilitation of inquiry based learning.

Hands on activity – Weather reporter. Place high and low pressure cards around a map of the UK and predict the weather in that area. Present this as seen on a news program of choice.
	Proximity, high pressure, low pressure, prevailing wind, topography
	Youtube video, scaffolded worksheet, wordsearch, UK map,  pressure cards.


	
	How do we show climate information?
	This lesson introduces students to visualizing climate data, providing them with skills to interpret and create simple climate graphs. Through hands-on practice, students gain insight into how data reveals trends, making it easier to understand long-term climate characteristics.

· Understand the different types of graphs and charts used to display climate data.
· Interpret climate graphs, such as temperature and precipitation data, to identify trends and patterns.
· Explain why climate data is visualized in different ways and how each method helps in understanding climate patterns.



	Use of multimedia – images and video to prompt discussion, questioning techniques, peer teaching and misconception handling. 

Hands on activity – Create a model climate graph using lego, based on a given data set.
	Bar chart, line graph, trend, anomaly 
	Youtube video, scaffolded worksheet, wordsearch, climate graph templates, lego 


	
	Practical / Personal Investigation / Quick quiz
	Testing knowledge and research skills, students will create an informational poster explaining the difference between weather and climate, as well as how the two can be displayed and where to find this information.
Students will be graded through observation by staff against engagement, demonstration of knowledge and successful completion of task criteria.
· Research skills
· Information and communication
· Practical use of climate and weather information
· Demonstration of understanding
· Application of key concepts
· Presentation of information

	Digital research, practical assessment, hands on activity – designing poster, creativity and imagination.

	 All above.
	Paper, pencils, prior work, Ipads


	
	What is extreme weather?
	Introducing students to the concept of extreme weather, helping them identify its types, understand its impacts, and appreciate the factors contributing to its occurrence. Through discussion and activities, students will gain insight into how extreme weather shapes environments and communities.

· Define extreme weather and provide examples.
· Describe different types of extreme weather events and their impacts.
· Understand why certain areas experience specific types of extreme weather more frequently.





	Use of multimedia – images and video to prompt discussion, questioning techniques, peer teaching through research and presentation, facilitation of inquiry based learning, 

Hands on activity – Design an extreme weather proof building. Draw or model out of lego.
	Extreme weather, impact, mitigation 
	Youtube video, scaffolded worksheet, wordsearch, lego, drawing materials

	
	Why is it so hot?
	This lesson provides students with an understanding of why the UK’s climate is warming, connecting global climate change with local impacts. Through discussion and visual data, students explore both the causes and effects, gaining insight into climate change's significance for the UK.

· Identify factors contributing to the UK’s warming climate.
· Explain the link between global climate change and warming trends in the UK.
· Understand some of the potential impacts of a warmer climate on the UK.


	Use of multimedia – images and video to prompt discussion, questioning techniques, peer teaching through research and presentation, facilitation of inquiry based learning.
Hands on activity – Experience a ‘Heat wave’ related to the Greenhouse effect. Explain this process and model using a Bothy Bag.
	Greenhouse effect, global warming, heat wave, impact
	Youtube video, scaffolded worksheet, wordsearch, bothy bag

	
	End of topic assessment
	Students are tasked to present a skill of their choice from this module and create an informational poster and 3 minute micro-teach, explaining the process to their class.

· Summative assessment
· Recall
· Research
· Communication
· Life skills
	Use of multimedia – images and video to prompt discussion, questioning techniques, peer teaching through research and presentation, facilitation of inquiry based learning.
	Research, recall, teach, explain
	Poster materials, Ipads, Prior work
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