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	Overview of Learning:
This module explores the concept of dark tourism—visiting sites associated with death, tragedy, or suffering—and the ethical questions it raises. Students will examine why people are drawn to such places, what they learn from them, and how these sites are presented to the public. Through global case studies and real-life examples, students will analyse the cultural, emotional, and economic significance of dark tourism, as well as the potential for both respectful remembrance and commercial exploitation. The module encourages students to reflect critically on their own perspectives and society’s responses to tragedy. By the end of the module, students will understand the complexity of dark tourism and the responsibilities that come with visiting sensitive sites.
Social and Personal Development Opportunities:
Students will develop empathy and emotional intelligence through discussions about sensitive historical events and personal stories of loss and remembrance. Teamwork and collaboration will be fostered through debates, poster tasks, and role-play. Independent research, critical thinking, and communication skills will be strengthened as students explore real-world case studies and present arguments on the ethical considerations of tourism linked to tragedy.





	
	Big Question
	Knowledge/ Skills/ Concepts
	Engagement Strategies
	Key Vocab and Literacy
	Resources

	
	What is Dark Tourism?
	This lesson introduces the concept of dark tourism and the types of places it involves. 

By the end of the lesson, students should be able to: 
1. Define dark tourism. 
2. Identify key characteristics and examples. 
3. Understand the historical and emotional contexts of sites.
	Use of images and videos of famous dark tourism sites; discussion and questioning. 
Hands-on activity: Students match images of dark tourism destinations to brief descriptions and identify what makes them “dark.”
	Dark tourism, Heritage, Memorial, Tragedy, Historical site, Visitor
	Image pack, scaffolded worksheet, video clips, glossary

	
	Why visit?
	This lesson explores the motivations behind visiting dark tourism sites and how tourism can benefit or harm such places. 
By the end of the lesson, students should be able to: 
1. Discuss reasons people visit dark tourism sites. 
2. Explain emotional, educational, and economic motivations. 
3. Evaluate positive and negative impacts.
	Multimedia use (interviews, visitor reviews); small group discussions. 
Hands-on activity: Students conduct a “tourist profile” role-play where each group represents a different visitor type (e.g., student, historian, thrill-seeker) and presents reasons for visiting.
	Motivation, Curiosity, Education, Remembrance, Cultural impact, Economic benefit
	Role-play cards, whiteboards, scaffolded notes, video reviews

	
	Practical / Personal Investigation / Quick quiz
	Students will apply their understanding through a quiz and practical investigation. 

Assessment focuses on: 
1. Recall and application 
2. Independent inquiry 
3. Communication of ideas
	Interactive recap using multimedia and creative tasks. 
Hands-on activity: “Travel brochure task” where students design a fictional brochure for a dark tourism site, balancing sensitivity and appeal.
	Inquiry, Source, Presentation, Purpose, Context
	Template handout, coloured pens, iPads, prior work

	
	Is it okay?
	This lesson examines the ethical debates around dark tourism. 

By the end of the lesson, students should be able to: 
1. Evaluate the morality of dark tourism. 
2. Identify respectful vs exploitative practices. 
3. - Develop their own viewpoint on the issue.
	Multimedia (opinion clips, contrasting articles); class debate. 
Hands-on activity: Students create a “pros and cons” board using post-its from group discussion, then write a short opinion piece justifying their own stance.
	Ethics, Respect, Exploitation, Consent, Controversy, Memorialisation
	Debate prompts, opinion pieces, article clippings, sticky notes

	
	End of topic test
	Students will complete a summative assessment covering the module content. 
They will demonstrate: 
1. Understanding of terminology 
2. Critical thinking 
3. Ability to justify opinions using evidence
	Peer teaching recap; structured questioning. 
Hands-on activity: “Dark tourism stations” – students rotate around stations with different tasks (e.g., map a site, respond to a visitor quote, spot the myth) to apply their learning.
	Evaluation, Justification, Reflection, Summary, Review
	Station cards, answer sheets, marking guide, prior work
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