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	Overview of Learning: In this unit students will explore the diverse ways in which individuals and cultures understand and interpret the world around them. Through engaging, practical lessons, students will examine the influences that shape personal and collective worldviews, including family, culture, religion, geography, language, media, and societal values. By learning about a variety of religious and non-religious belief systems, as well as cultural traditions and ethical frameworks, students will gain a deeper appreciation for the perspectives of others, fostering respect and empathy. They will also critically consider the role of stereotypes, prejudice, and media influence, developing skills to challenge biases and approach differences with an open mind. As they reflect on global issues such as environmental responsibility, human rights, and economic fairness, students will recognise the interconnectedness of people worldwide and the importance of shared responsibility. This unit not only broadens students' understanding of the world but also encourages personal reflection on how their own values and goals are influenced by their unique worldview. Through this journey, they will build a foundation for respectful, informed interactions in a multicultural world.
Social and personal development opportunities: This unit of work offers rich opportunities for social and personal development by encouraging students to deepen their understanding of themselves and others in a diverse society. Socially, students learn to appreciate different cultural, religious, and personal perspectives, fostering empathy and respect in their interactions. Group discussions, collaborative projects, and role-plays allow them to practice effective communication, conflict resolution, and teamwork, all of which are essential for navigating real-world social situations. Personally, the unit invites students to reflect on their own values, beliefs, and aspirations, helping them develop a sense of self-awareness and confidence in their identity. Through exploring factors that shape their worldview, students gain insight into the influences of family, community, and media, equipping them to think critically about these influences. As they engage with global issues and ethical questions, they develop a sense of shared responsibility and are encouraged to see themselves as active, responsible members of an interconnected world. This balanced focus on personal insight and social understanding helps students cultivate skills and attitudes for respectful, thoughtful, and meaningful engagement with others.
British Values: This unit aligns closely with British values, providing students with numerous opportunities to understand and embody these principles in their learning. By exploring diverse perspectives and belief systems, students engage with the core British values of mutual respect and tolerance for those with different faiths and beliefs. Lessons on family, culture, and religion emphasize the importance of respecting others' backgrounds and traditions, while activities that involve debate and discussion around ethical issues foster a commitment to democracy encouraging students to listen, contribute, and appreciate varied viewpoints. Lessons on human rights and equality also emphasize individual liberty, supporting students in understanding their freedom to hold personal beliefs while respecting the rights of others to do the same. Furthermore, by examining global issues, laws, and social systems, students gain an understanding of the rule of law and its importance in protecting rights and ensuring fairness. This unit empowers students to engage thoughtfully with society and promotes a strong foundation in the values that underpin British life, preparing them to be respectful and responsible citizens.

	
	Big Question
	Knowledge/ Skills/ Concepts
	Engagement Strategies
	Key Vocab and Literacy
	Resources

	1
	What factors do you think have most influenced your worldview, and how might it differ from someone else’s?
	L1 – Introduction to Worldviews

Overall aim supports reflecting on personal beliefs, recognising diversity & understanding other perspectives. 

· Define the concept of a "worldview" and identify key influences that shape it.
· Reflect on personal beliefs and values as components of one's own worldview.
· Recognise the diversity of worldviews in their class and the importance of understanding others' perspectives.
	Worldview walk – students move to different parts of the classroom based on their answers to worldview-based questions. What influences your values most: family, media, or culture? This helps visualise the diversity of influences within the class.
	Worldview

Perspective

Belief

Value

Influence

	A3 paper
Sticky notes
Pens
Marker pens


	2
	How does learning about cultural traditions help us understand and appreciate other people’s values?
	L2 – Exploring Cultural Diversity

Overall aim supports understanding cultural diversity, respecting cultural practices and values. 

· Describe what cultural diversity entails and why it matters in a global society.
· Identify and respect cultural practices and traditions different from their own.
· Present a chosen cultural tradition to classmates, explaining its significance and values.
	Use a ‘Cultural Mystery Box’ containing items from different cultures for example; a sari, prayer beads, a tea set. Students work in groups to guess the item’s origin and discuss what it reveals about the associated culture, sparking curiosity.
Pictures of the items could be used as an alternative.  
	Culture

Diversity

Tradition

Custom

Heritage

	Cultural Mystery Box" items for example small cultural artifacts, photos

Printed world map or globe
Handouts with cultural facts and traditions

Research materials books, tablets, or access to online resources

	3
	How can understanding different religious and non-religious worldviews help us respect others’ beliefs and values?
	L3 – Religious & Non-Religious Worldviews
Overall aim supports the understanding on religious & non-religious views, values, behaviours & choices.
· Recognise a range of religious and non-religious worldviews and their core beliefs.
· Understand how different belief systems shape people's values, behaviours, and choices.
· Develop respectful communication skills when discussing various belief systems.
	Host a ‘Worldview Carousel’ where each station represents a different belief system. Students rotate in small groups, reading quick facts and discussing key values, then sharing one surprising or interesting aspect they learned.
	Religion

Faith

Secular

Atheism

	A3 paper
Fact sheets or printed resources on various belief systems
Marker pens
mall table cards with different belief system names for “Worldview Carousel”

	4
	How do different belief systems influence the way people make important life decisions?
	L4 – Understanding Belief Systems
Overall aim supports the effects of influence & morals.
· Analyse how belief systems influence individuals' actions and decisions.
· Reflect on how personal values align with or differ from various belief systems.
· Apply knowledge of belief systems to consider how different people approach moral dilemmas.
	Use ‘Dilemma Cards’ where each card has a moral dilemma for example, honesty vs. kindness. Students decide how they’d respond, then discuss how different belief systems might approach each scenario, prompting critical thinking and empathy.

	Belief System

Ethics

Morals

Philosophy

	Pre-prepared “Dilemma Cards” with moral scenarios

Handouts summarising common belief systems and their ethics

Markers for discussion groups

Whiteboard or chart paper to record group responses

	5
	In what ways has your family influenced your values and beliefs?
	L5 – Family and Worldview Development
Overall aim supports the role of family, traditions & influences. 
· Explore the role family plays in shaping personal beliefs and values.
· Discuss how cultural and family traditions contribute to one’s worldview.
· Identify similarities and differences between their worldview and others based on family influences.
	Encourage students to create a ‘Values Map’ of influences family, friends, media etc that have shaped them. This map serves as a discussion tool for them to compare influences with classmates, fostering connection and self-awareness.

	Family Influence

Tradition

Values

Socialisation

Identity

	A3 paper for values maps
Coloured pencils or markers

Sticky notes for additional ideas

Sample “Values Map” templates or examples

	6
	How does media influence what we believe about the world and each other?
	L6 – Media's Role in Shaping Worldviews

Overall aim supports how media influences beliefs, critical thinking & evaluation. 

· Examine how media outlets can influence beliefs and shape public perceptions.
· Identify examples of media bias and discuss its potential impact on worldview.
· Develop critical thinking skills to evaluate media messages and their influence on society.
	Bring in a mix of newspaper headlines and social media posts on the same topic to analyse. In groups, students compare language, tone, and perspective, discussing how each could shape public opinion.

Relate the headlines to student interests.

	Media

Bias
Propaganda

Influence

Perception

	Newspapers, magazine clippings, or printed online news stories

Highlighters for marking media bias or tone

Chart paper for each group to record findings

	7
	How can where someone lives shape their beliefs and daily life?
	L7 – The Impact of Geography on Worldviews

Overall aim supports cultural values, how people adapt to their surroundings & factors which influence culture & worldviews.

· Understand how geography (e.g., climate, location, natural resources) can shape cultural values and worldviews.
· Explore how people's ways of life are adapted to their geographical surroundings.
· Present findings on how a selected country's geographic factors influence its culture and worldview.
	Use ‘Virtual Journeys’ where students visit different countries using short video clips or photos and note how geography affects daily life. They share reflections on how their environment shapes their worldview.
	Geography

Environment

Climate

Culture

Adaptation

	Printed images or short videos of different geographic locations
Map of the world with cultural and environmental details

Blank world maps for students to mark on

Sticky notes for students to place their observations

	8
	Why is it important to challenge stereotypes, and how can it change our worldview?
	L8 - Exploring Prejudice and Stereotypes

Overall aim supports challenging stereotypes, impacts on society & empathy.

· Define prejudice and stereotypes, understanding their negative impacts on society.
· Recognise and challenge common stereotypes associated with different cultures.
· Practice empathy and perspective-taking to better understand individuals beyond stereotypes.
	‘Quick Association’ activity where students write their first thoughts on stereotypes about certain groups, then discuss as a class. This leads into exploring the origins of these stereotypes and the importance of challenging them.
	Prejudice

Stereotype

Bias

Discrimination

Empathy
	Flashcards or handouts with common stereotypes

Whiteboard or chart paper for group brainstorming

Markers and pens

Reflection worksheets for personal thoughts

	9
	How do values differ between cultures, and why is it important to understand these differences?
	L9 – Values and Ethics Around the World

Overall aim supports ethics, recognising values & how they align globally.

· Compare values and ethics across different cultures and societies.
· Recognise that values are prioritised differently across cultures and understand why.
· Reflect on their own personal values and how these align or differ from others globally.
	Use ‘Value Voting’ where students rate values such as honesty & loyalty by standing along a spectrum. Afterward, they compare their placements to the values common in different cultures, fostering an appreciation for diverse ethical priorities.
	Values

Ethics

Principles

Cultural Norms

Respect

	Value Voting spectrum line setup (printed values on cards)

Printed examples of different cultural ethics

Large sticky notes for group reflections on values

Chart paper or whiteboard for group summaries

	10
	How can understanding different environmental worldviews help us address global issues?
	L10 – Environmental Worldviews

Overall aim supports caring for the environment & effects of cultural approaches. 

· Understand different cultural perspectives on environmental stewardship and nature.
· Discuss how environmental attitudes are shaped by cultural beliefs and values.
· Create a campaign that reflects various cultural approaches to addressing a global environmental issue.
	‘Cultural Perspective Debate’ on an environmental issue. Students represent different worldviews for example, Indigenous perspectives, industrialised nations in the debate, gaining insight into varied approaches to environmental responsibility.
This can be adapted to students interests. 
	Sustainability

Stewardship

Conservation

Environmental Ethics

Responsibility

	Printed resources or articles on environmental worldviews

Materials for “Cultural Perspective Debate” for example; table cards with country names
Whiteboard for listing key points and ideas

Projector for showing environmental videos or images

	11
	What do festivals and celebrations reveal about the values and beliefs of a culture?
	L11 – Exploring Festivals and Celebrations
Overall aim supports learning about different festivals & celebrations, cultural differences & historical backgrounds.
· Identify how festivals and celebrations reflect cultural values and beliefs.
· Appreciate the diversity of celebrations around the world and the values they promote.
· Present on a chosen festival, explaining its historical background and cultural significance.
	Organise a ‘Festival Fair’ where each group researches a cultural festival and presents it with visual aids, music, or even traditional foods. Students ‘visit’ each festival to learn and ask questions, engaging with various celebrations.

This could include trying on traditional dress, eating traditional foods or playing music.
	Festival

Ritual

Celebration

Symbolism

Tradition

	Visual aids or posters on cultural festivals (or access to online images)

Art supplies markers, coloured paper for “Festival Fair” displays
Optional: music or small foods/snacks relevant to cultural festivals

Research materials tablets, books, or access to online resources

	12
	How do different worldviews affect the way people understand and prioritise human rights?
	L12 – Human Rights and Cultural Perspectives

Overall aim supports understanding of human rights around the world. 

· Understand the concept of human rights and its varying importance across cultures.
· Discuss how worldviews influence perspectives on individual and collective rights.
· Reflect on the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and how its principles apply globally.
	‘Human Rights Hot Seat’ where each student takes on a character from a different cultural background and answers questions about their view on specific rights. This activity promotes empathy and understanding of global perspectives.
	Human Rights

Equality

Freedom

Justice

Dignity

	Human Rights Hot Seat” character cards with cultural backgrounds

Printed copies of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights

Large poster paper for group summaries

Sticky notes for individual reflections on human rights

	13
	What experiences or influences have shaped your identity and worldview the most?
	L13 – Worldview and Personal Identity

Overall aim supports reflecting on experiences, influences of external factors, values & beliefs. 

· Reflect on how personal experiences, culture, and family shape one’s identity and worldview.
· Understand that personal identity is both unique and influenced by external factors.
· Express their identity through a creative collage, representing values and beliefs visually.
	Students create ‘Identity Shields,’ where they illustrate values, beliefs, and influences that shape who they are. They present their shields to a partner or small group, sharing insights into their personal worldview.
	Identity

Self-awareness

Influence

Reflection

Individuality

	Shield templates or blank paper for “Identity Shields”

Coloured pencils, markers, and art supplies for creative work

Reflection worksheets or journals

Sticky notes for sharing influences on identity

	14
	How can understanding someone’s worldview help in resolving conflicts?
	L14 – Conflict and Resolution

Overall aim supports understanding of a range of different conflicts, empathy, communication & diversity. 

· Recognise how differences in worldview can lead to misunderstandings or conflicts.
· Develop conflict resolution skills, including empathy and respectful communication.
· Participate in role-plays to practice resolving conflicts with understanding of diverse perspectives.
	Role-play ‘Cultural Misunderstandings,’ where students act out scenarios of conflict due to different worldviews. They then discuss solutions using empathy and perspective-taking, building skills in respectful conflict resolution.
	Conflict

Resolution

Misunderstanding

Negotiation

Compromise

	Role-play scenario cards illustrating ‘Cultural Misunderstandings’

Handouts on conflict resolution steps

Whiteboard or chart paper for listing effective strategies

Markers and pens

	15
	How does gender influence a person’s worldview, and how can this vary across cultures?
	L15 – Gender and Worldviews
Overall aim supports cultures & identity, gender norms, equality & respect.
· Explore how gender roles and expectations vary across cultures and influence identity.
· Discuss the impact of different gender norms on worldview and personal experiences.
· Reflect on and express their views about gender roles and how these relate to equality and respect.
	‘Gender Perspectives Panel’ where students examine how gender roles differ across cultures and share how these roles impact worldview. They can debate or discuss how evolving gender norms affect personal and societal views.
	Gender

Roles

Equality

Expectations

Identity

	Printed handouts with facts about gender roles in various cultures

Sticky notes for gender expectation brainstorming

Whiteboard or chart paper for group summaries

Markers for group work

	16
	How do different economic systems reflect varying beliefs about success and fairness?

	L16 - Economic Systems and Beliefs about Success

Overall aim supports cultural values, individual aspirations, achievements & personal beliefs.

· Understand how different economic systems reflect cultural values and beliefs about success.
· Discuss how a society’s view of success can impact individual aspirations and achievements.
· Reflect on personal beliefs about success and how they align or differ from other worldviews.
	‘Success Definition Workshop’ where students brainstorm different definitions of success. They then compare these with cultural or economic perspectives, reflecting on how economic systems shape values and life goals.
	Economy

Capitalism

Socialism

Success

Achievement

	Printed definitions of economic systems (e.g., capitalism, socialism)

Success Definition Workshop materials (sticky notes, chart paper)

Whiteboard for listing key points on economic systems

Reflection worksheets on personal definitions of success

	17
	How does your worldview shape your future goals and the person you hope to become?
	L17 - Worldviews and Future Aspirations
Overall aim supports goals for the future, family, culture, community, values & reflection.
· Reflect on how their worldview shapes personal aspirations and goals for the future.
· Consider the influence of family, culture, and community on their life choices and aspirations.
· Write a reflective letter to their future self, expressing their goals, values, and envisioned growth.
	‘Letter to Future Self’ activity where they describe how their worldview influences their aspirations. They seal and save these letters to reflect on at the end of the school year, deepening self-awareness.

Alternatively, this could be completed as a recorded message to self or in picture format if it tells a story. 
	Aspirations

Goals

Ambition

Influence

Self-concept

	Letter paper and envelopes for “Letter to Future Self” activity

Reflection worksheets on personal aspirations

Coloured pens or pencils

Whiteboard for discussing key influences on future goals

	18
	How can understanding diverse worldviews help us work together to solve global problems?
	L18 – Global Issues and Shared Responsibility

Overall aim supports shared responsibility, understanding of key global issues, approaches & values.

· Recognise that global issues require cooperative solutions and shared responsibility.
· Examine how different worldviews influence perspectives on global issues like climate change and poverty.
· Collaborate to create a diverse action plan for addressing a global issue, incorporating a variety of cultural approaches and values.
	‘Global Responsibility Roundtable’ where each student represents a different country’s perspective on a global issue. Together, they brainstorm a collective action plan, understanding shared responsibility across worldviews.
	Globalisation

Interdependence

Responsibility

Collaboration

Sustainability

	Table cards with country names for ‘Global Responsibility Roundtable’

Handouts or fact sheets on global issues (e.g., climate change, poverty)
Large poster paper for group action plan presentations

Markers and coloured pencils for collaborative projects
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